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Sixty-six Mini-Mites from
nine teams played a half-
ice tournament where

everybody won at the Ice
Box Sports Center in

Brownstown. See story,

Hockey Weekly photo by John Castine ~ more photos on Page 14.

Mini-Mites take to the half-ice

During the MAHA District 2 Finals Feb. 13-14 s director. “Currently the teams play with three skaters
the Ice Box in Brownstown, the biggest event actual-  and a goaltender on each side. Unlike cross-ice, they

ly came from smaller packages.
Sixty-six Mini-Mites on nine half-ice
teams from Grosse Ile, Monroe,
Trenton and Wyandotte competed dur:
ing a “Halfling Jamboree.™ Each team
played four games over the weekend.
Even before USA Hockey had
announced plans for their new
American  Development  Model
(ADM), Trenton amd Grosse De had
already been experimenting with a
half-ice collaboration within their I-
Programs. Last spring this resulted in a
grass-rools half-ice league, bringing

do play lengthwise (except only goal-

lirve 1o the red line), which gives a stan-
dard width surface with more length
than in cross-ice.”

Kloock said the 1976 Kingston Study,
often quoted by USA Hockey and
MAHA, found that 6-8-year-olds play-
ing in a one-hour game would average
20 minutes and 38 scconds of actual
playing time, with only 20.7 seconds of
Y puck-possession time and only 0.5 shots

per game. Some players may never
A Trenton m m even touch a puck during a game
“By contrast, these Mlclugm Half-

Wyandotte in for the spring and Monroe for the fall.  Ice League (MHL) players have been averaging over
“To help celebrate the great success of this first sea- 19 puck-touches, 3.8 shots and 1.9 goals per game,”
son, MAHA District 2 created this Halfling Kloock said, “And with far more consistency from
Jamboree,” said Keith Kloock, Trenton Hockey ACE  top 1o bottom,”




